First year Ministry:  the year of obscurity 
As Jay mentioned last week, the gospel of John describes three annual Passover feast during the course of Jesus’ ministry and this is one reason for the commonly held belief that his ministry lasted for about three years.  Luke tells us that Jesus was about 30 years old when he began his ministry.  Jesus’ ministry begins with his forerunner, John the Baptist.  "See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come," says the LORD Almighty. (Malachi 3:1).
The preaching of John is told by all four gospels.  The story of John’s childhood and youth is passed over in one sentence.  And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the desert until he appeared publicly to Israel. (Luke 1:80).  When the gospels reintroduce us to John the Baptist, he is already an adult and attracting large crowds in the desert with his preaching and baptizing.  The place of his preaching was the Lower Jordan, over against Jericho, on one of the main cross-roads of the country, and a principal gateway to Jerusalem.  The nation was groaning under the cruelties of Roman bondage, and after several centuries of silence the voice of a prophet was heard again.  He called for the people to repent and to be baptized in preparation for the coming of the Messiah.  John’s baptism was not like the many washings for ritual purification that were common in religious life at that time.  It was a sign of repentance and a fundamental change of direction in life,  looking forward to one who would, as John said, “baptize you with the Holy Spirit” (Mark 1:8).  Large crowds flocked to the River Jordan to listen to his preaching and to be baptized.  This is the context that Jesus approaches John to be baptized. 
Jesus had left the district of Galilee, which included the town of Nazareth, where he grew up, and had traveled to the wilderness of the Jordan River to be baptized.  When Jesus presented himself for baptism John protested he had pronounced himself unworthy to stoop down and undo the sandal strap of the one coming after him. And this was his message: "After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. (Mark 1:7).  But Jesus was resolved to fulfill all righteousness.   Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness." Then John consented. 

 16As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased." (Matthew 3:15-17).  Jesus’ baptism marks the beginning of his Messianic ministry. There were several reasons for his baptism:
1. The first mentioned here, was “to fulfill all righteousness.”  His baptism indicated that he was consecrated to God and officially approved by him, as especially shown in the descent of the Holy Spirit and the words of the Father.  All God’s righteous requirements for the Messiah were fully met in Jesus.

2. At Jesus’ baptism John publicly announced the arrival of the Messiah and the inception of his ministry.

3. By his baptism Jesus completely indentified himself with humanity’s sin and failure (though he himself needed no repentance or cleansing from sin), becoming our substitute.

4. His baptism was an example to his followers.

Jesus’ Temptation

Immediately after his baptism Jesus goes into the desert where he fasts for 40 days.  Perhaps to seek strength through prayer for the ministry to which he had just been commissioned.  The place of Jesus’ temptation is thought to have been in the barren heights of the mountain region overlooking Jericho.  Jesus fasted for 40 days.  Moses had fasted for 40 days on Mt. Sinai, when the Ten Commandments were given (Exodus 34:28).  Elijah had fasted for 40 days, on the way to the same mountain (1 Kings 19:8).  Moses represents the Law.  Elijah, the Prophets.  Jesus was the Messiah to whom the Law and the Prophets pointed.  While in the wilderness Satan comes to Jesus in order to tempt him.  We are not told in what form the devil appeared to Jesus.  Was the devil actually present or was it just an inner struggle?  But Jesus unmistakably recognized the suggestions as coming from Satan.  Satan presents three temptations to Jesus, each of which touches on a universal desire or concern of the human spirit.
· Provision:  Satan tells Jesus to turn stones into bread. 3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. (Det. 8:3).
· Protection:  Satan tells Jesus to jump off the pinnacle of Jerusalem’s Temple because, if he is the Son of God, God will protect him. Do not test the LORD your God as you did at Massah. (Det. 6:16).
· Power:  Satan tells Jesus to worship him, and he will give Jesus all the kingdoms of the world. 13 Fear the LORD your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his name (Det. 6:13). 

Nowhere is it stated that Jesus returned from the Wilderness Temptation to the Jordan where John was baptizing.  Matthew, Mark, and Luke pass directly from the Temptation to the Galilean Ministry.  But the three successive “morrows’s” (John 1:29,35,43) 29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 35The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 43The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, "Follow me," followed by the “third day” (John 2:1) 1On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was there.  Makes it evident that Jesus went back to the place where John was preaching before he left for Galilee.  Jesus starts picking his disciples.  Jesus first five disciples: John, Andrew, Simon, Philip and Nathanael. `
John 1:19-4:45 and Luke 4:16-30 are the events of Jesus first year of ministry:

· Water turned to wine at Cana (John 2:1-11).  This miracle shows that Jesus has concerns for people’s problems, even if they are not major problems.  And it showed Jesus’ disciples that he was able to perform miracles.
· Cleansing the Temple (John 2:13-17).  Evidently there were two cleansing, three years apart:  this one at the beginning of his public ministry, the other at the close, during his last week.  In this, he drove out the cattle; in the other he drove out the traders.  In this, he called the Temple “a house of merchandise”; in the other, “a den of robbers.”  
· Conversation with Nicodemus (John 3:16-17).  Jesus explains to Nicodemus what a person must do to have salvation and eternal life 16"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,[a] that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

· Preaching in the Lower Jordan about 8 months (John 3:22-36).  This was the same region where he had been baptized.  John had moved further up the Jordan, about 40 miles, to a place called Aenon.  Both men were preaching the same thing:  the long foretold kingdom of Heaven is at hand.
· Conversation with Samaritan Woman (John 4:5-42).  As Jesus and his followers traveled through Samaria, Jesus rested at a place called Jacob’s Well.  There he met a Samaritan woman and spoke to her about the “water of life.”  13Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." (John 4:13-14).  In this discussion with the Samaritan woman, Jesus showed that the word of God was meant to be shared with all people, even enemies (the Samaritans and the Jews were hostile toward one another).  And, he showed it was to be shared with men and women, Jews and Gentiles.
· Healing of Nobleman’s son, from Cana (John 4:46-54).  
· Rejection at Nazareth (Luke 4:16-30).
Most of Jesus’ first year ministry seems to have been spent in Judea.  It was a transition period, during which his ministry overlapped with the ministry of John the Baptist.  The disciples of Jesus were also baptizing.  And gradually those following Jesus came to outnumber those following John, which John accepted, 30He must become greater; I must become less (John 3:30).  After 8 months John was imprisoned, 12When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he returned to Galilee (John 4:12); the rulers at Jerusalem were taking notice 1The Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John (John 4:1); it began to look as if it might be dangerous for Jesus to continue in the region.  So he makes his way to Galilee and begins year two of his ministry.
